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STATISTICS. 


Area,  in  acres,  3020. 

Population  (1891),  3725,  Estimated  in  1900,  3770. 

Houses  inhabited,  919.  Uninhabited,  54. 

Rateable  value  (1900),  £13,635. 

Assessable  value  (1900),  £9950. 

Total  births,  109.  Total  deaths  (nett),  65. 

Birth-rate,  28-91.  Death-rate,  17*24. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  to  1000  births  registered,  110*09. 
Zymotic  death-rate,  2*38.  Phthisis  death-rate,  1*32. 

Total  notifications  (Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act),  15. 
Removed  to  Isolation  Hospital,  7. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1900 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

OF  THE 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

OF 

WIRKSWORTH. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Wirks- 
worth  Urban  Sanitary  Authority. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, — 

I  beg  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  1900:  — 

The  population  is  estimated  at  3770.  The 
number  of  inhabited  houses  in  1881  was  869,  in 
1891  881,  and  in  1900  (counted  from  the  district 
rate  book)  919.  Nine  new  houses  were  erected 
during  the  year. 

There  were  109  births  (55  males,  54  females) 
equivalent  to  a  birth  rate  of  28.91  per  1000.  The 
total  deaths  at  all  ages  registered  in  the  district 
was  68,  of  which  four  were  non-resident ;  one 
death  of  a  resident  was  registered  outside  the 
district,  making  a  nett  total  of  65  equivalent  to 
a  death  rate  of  17.24  per  1000.  The  average  nett 
death  rate  for  the  last  five  years  is  17.01,  while 
the  average  death  rate  of  the  previous  five  years 
was  19.46.  The  rate  of  deaths  under  one  year 
of  age  to  1000  births  was  110.09.  The  average 
rate  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  to  1000 
births  for  the  last  five  years  is  108.35,  while  the 
average  for  the  preceding  five  years  was  133.96, 
and  for  the  five  years  before  that  131.88.  The 
death  rate  from  phthisis  per  1000  was  1.32,  the 
average  for  the  last  five  years  being  1.37,  while 
the  average  for  the  preceding  five  years  2.62. 

Fifteen  cases  of  infectious  disease  were 
notified  during  the  year,  viz. :  Scarlet  fever,  10 ; 
diphtheria,  2  ;  puerperal  fever,  1 ;  erysipelas,  1 ; 
typhoid  fever,  1. 

Seven  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  removed  to 
the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Heage.  The  case  of 
typhoid  fever  contracted  the  illness  outside  the 
district.  Twelve  houses  were  disinfected  by 
your  Council’s  officers,  and  a  quantity  of  cloth¬ 
ing,  bedding,  and  woollen  goods  were  taken 
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by  your  officers  to  be  disinfected  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital.  At  the  time  of  presenting  this  report 
there  has  been  no  case  of  scarlet  fever  or  other 
notifiable  disease  in  the  district  for  five  months, 
in  itself  evidence  of  the  value  of  the  Isolation 
Hospital  to  our  district. 

Water  Supply. — The  following  figures  give 
your  water  bailiff’s  monthly  returns  of  the  num¬ 
ber  of  gallons  per  hour  flowing  from  your 
springs  at  the  end  of  each  month,  in  1900:  — 

Wirksworth..  Bolehill. 


January  . 

February  .... 

March  . 

April  . 

May  . 

June  . 

July  . 

.  13,286  . 

.  15,944  . 

.  14,278  . 

.  4,920  . 

.  3,440  . 

.  2,952  . 

.  1.968  . 

....  492 

....  500 

....  473 
....  984 

....  250 

....  492 

....  242 

August  . 

.  4.324  . 

....  350 

September  . 

.  3,444  . 

....  375 

October  . 

.  3,201  . 

....  450 

November  .. 

.  4,920  . 

....  365 

December  .. 

.  10,332  . 

....  492 

The  rain 

measured 

by  Mr.  Gibbs  at 

Bridge 

House  was  as  follows 

(rain  gauge  set  on 

the  500 

feet  contour 

line  of  Ordnance  Survey):- 

Avge.  for 

Month. 

Inches. 

Rainy  Daj^s. 

U.K. 

January  .. 

.  5.66  . 

.  26  . 

5.26 

February  . 

.  5.12 

.  18  . 

4.18 

M  arch 

1.07 

.  10  . 

1.50 

April  . 

.  1.43 

.  12  . 

2.12 

May 

1.92 

.  14  . 

2.42 

J  une 

3.77 

.  18  . 

2.92 

J  ulv 

3.97 

.  13  . 

1.69 

August  . 

.  4.84 

15  . 

3.24 

September 

0.72 

.  7  . 

2.22 

October  ... 

.  4.00 

.  20  . 

4.20 

November 

.  2.37 

.  18 

December 

.  5.23 

.  20 

Total  ...  40.10  inches  in  191  rainy  days. 
Annual  rainfall  at  Bridge  House,  Wirksworth, 
since  1890 :  — 


1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 


26.67  inches 

40.65 

5  5 

28.69 

5  5 

22.77 

55 

29.55 

55 

32.36 

5  5 

32.4 

5  5 

35.32 

5  5 

29.50 

55 

32.24 

55 

40.10 

55 

The  rainfall  in  1900  was  9.08  inches  more  than 


the  average  of  the  last  ten  years. 

Owing  to  the  exceptional  rainfall,  there  was 
a  shorter  period  of  scarcity  than  usual.  The 
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supply  was  turned  off  in  July  and  part  of 
August,  and  for  a  short  time  in  October.  With 
a  service  on  the  constant  plan  and  the  springs 
300  feet  above  the  town  there  is  naturally  con¬ 
siderable  waste  not  only  from  bursted  pipes  and 
connections,  but  from  taps  which  must  be  ex¬ 
tremely  good  to  stand  the  pressure.  Your  Coun¬ 
cil  has  successfully  endeavoured  to  keep  the 
waste  down  by  systematic  and  repeated  inspec¬ 
tions,  but  there  are  certain  months  in  every 
year  in  which  the  supply  does  not  meet  the 
domestic  necessities  of  the  district.  A  consider¬ 
able  quantity  of  water  is  required  for  manu¬ 
facturing  and  trade  purposes  which  are  not  pro¬ 
vided  for  in  the  months  of  scarcity.  The  area 
of  your  district  is  drained  at  a  considerable 
depth  by  the  Meerbrook  Sough,  which  has  an 
outlet  in  the  Derwent  Valley,  near  Whatstand- 
well.  A  Bill  is  being  promoted  by  the  Heanor 
and  Ilkeston  Councils  to  acquire  this  water  at 
its  outlet,  and  it  will  be  necessary,  as  I  advised 
you  in  1895,  when  the  Derby  Borough  promoted 
a  Bill,  to  acquire  the  same  supply,  for  you  to 
closely  watch  your  interests.  Undoubtedly  there 
is  a  large  quantity  of  water  pouring  into  this 
Sough  which  might  be  used  to  augment  your 
present  supply  in  the  months  of  scarcity,  and 
on  which,  arising  as  it  does  within  your  district, 
you  should  have  a  first  claim  for  all  you  want 
now  and  in  the  future. 

'Sewerage. — This  has  been  fully  dealt  with  in 
previous  reports.  The  difficulty  is  to  find  a 
place  for  the  outfall  works.  Situated  as  the 
town  is  at  the  head  of  a  valley  with  a  bottle¬ 
neck  outlet,  sites  for  such  works  are  few,  and 
those  open  to  serious  objection.  The  nature  of 
the  soil  is  not  adapted  to  sewage  treatment  by 
irrigation.  A  Royal  Commission  on  sewage  dis¬ 
posal  has  been  sitting  since  1898,  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  result  of  their  deliberations 
will  enable  small  places  like  ours  to  carry  out 
sewage  treatment  and  disposal  without  creating 
a  nuisance  and  without  wasting  money  in  costly 
and  useless  experiments. 

Excrement  and  Refuse  Disposal.— This  is  done 
by  the  householders.  Under  the  supervision  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  the  town  has  been  kept 
clean.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  sani¬ 
tary  work  done  by  him  during  the  year:  — 

Dwelling-houses.— Number  inspected,  305;  in¬ 
formal  notices  to  repair,  1 ;  number  of  houses 
repaired,  1 ;  number  of  infected  houses,  12 ; 
number  disinfected,  12. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. — Number 
on  register,  45 ;  number  of  inspections,  36. 

Bakehouses. — Number  of  inspections,  16. 

Slaughter-houses. — Number  on  register,  8 ; 
number  of  inspections,  25. 
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Common  Lodging-house.  —  Number  on  regis¬ 
ter,  1 ;  number  of  inspections,  4. 

Notices  Nuisances 
served,  abated. 


No  disconnection  of  waste  pipe 

2  . 

2 

Defective  traps  and  drains . 

12  . 

7 

Drains  obstructed  . 

14  .... 

..  14 

Insanitary  privies  and  ashpits 

12  . 

.  12 

Defective  water  closets  . 

2  . 

..  2 

Surfaces  of  courts  and  yards... 

10  . 

..  10 

Eaves-spouts  and  down-spouts 

1  .... 

1 

Leaky  cesspools  . 

1  .... 

1 

Offensive  accumulations  . 

104  .... 

..  100 

Overcrowding  . 

6  .... 

6 

Foul  conditions  of  houses . 

4  .... 

168 

..  3 

158 

The  temperatures  recorded  at 
during  the  year  were  as  follows: 

Bridge 

House 

Months. 

Mean 

Max. 

Mean 

Min. 

Mean. 

High¬ 

est. 

Low¬ 

est. 

Avge. 

for 

U.K. 

January  .... 

.  43-L 

33 

374 

49 

26 

44 

February  .. 

..  404 

288 

344 

55 

12 

39 

March  . 

.  43  * 

32 

374 

49 

20 

41 

April  . 

..  54§ 

364 

454 

69 

26 

47 

May  . 

.  57 

40 

48 

64 

31 

50 

June  . 

..  64-L 

48§ 

564 

77 

41 

55 

July  . 

.  54 

414 

474 

82 

46 

60 

August  . 

..  64  l 

51' 

58 

75 

44 

58 

September 

..  62-4 

474 

544 

68 

40 

58 

October  .... 

..  £4 

41 

474 

65 

34 

51 

November 

..  48 

38| 

434 

58 

26 

December 

..  48 

374 

424 

57 

23 

Remarks. — Thermometer  in  shade,  4  feet  from 
ground.  Mean  temperature  is  464;  about  14 
degrees  lower  than  1899. 

Your  Council  will  join  me  in  thanking  Mr. 
Gibbs  for  his  kindness  in  again  supplying  us 
with  the  rain  and  temperature  records  for  the 
year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  E.  Brostek. 

Wirks worth,  March  16th,  1901. 


/ 


